PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Professional Development Committee met three times during 2009-10 at the London Mathematical Society HQ, London. The Committee continues to monitor closely the individual professional development project finances and to develop PD events for both members and the wider teaching workforce in line with the principle objective for the Association which is "to promote and support the professional development of teachers".

The Committee has actively supported the development of the Chartered Mathematics Teacher designation and three of its members, Jenni Golding, Liz Woodham and Alison Clark-Wilson were amongst the first recipients of this new professional status.  They now represent the Mathematical Association on the recently established Chartered Mathematics Teacher Registration Authority. The CMathTeach was officially launched on November 1st 2009 and further details of the designation and how to apply can be found on the Mathematical Association’s website.
An application for the National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics (NCETM) CPD Charter mark had been submitted by the Professional Development Committee on behalf of The Mathematical Association. At the time of writing we are awaiting the outcome of this application.

The Committee had discussed a number of future developments which include the development of one day professional development events that complement new MA publications and other activities, for example the Primary Mathematics Challenge.

Over the past year the Committee was able to oversee three large one-day events, which were:
The Mathematical Association Secondary Mathematics Conference 
The fourth MA one-day event for Scottish secondary mathematics teachers was held on Saturday 19th September 2009 at Stirling University and attended by over 170 delegates.  The programme was developed in response to Learning and Teaching Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence and the keynote speaker at the event was former president Adam McBride.  Planning for this year’s conference is already well developed and the event will held at the same venue on Saturday 18th September 2010. The keynote speaker will be the current president, David Acheson. The Association is indebted to Bill Richardson who is the organiser of this very successful event, which is now firmly established on many Scottish mathematics teachers’ calendars.
Primary event, Institute of Education, London: New curriculum, new opportunities
Fifty primary teachers attended this event, which was a one day professional day organised jointly by the Mathematical Association with the Association of Teachers of Mathematics and supported by the Institute of Education. The event was also attended by the popular comedian and presenter, Lenny Henry, who interviewed delegates for a radio 4 programme ‘What’s so good about maths?’, which was broadcast on January 13th 2010.
Yorkshire and Humberside CPD Event: Engaging mathematics – Practical, Creative and ICT inspired
The third MA one-day CPD day for secondary mathematics teachers in Yorkshire and Humberside was held on 1st March 2010 at the Royal York Hotel, York. The delegate numbers were disappointing, which was probably a result of a change in teacher cover arrangements. Nevertheless those that attended gave excellent evaluations of the event , particularly the hands-on workshops and the opening plenary by Hilary Povey. The Committee thanks Jan Jagger for her efforts in organising and promoting this event.
Liz Woodham (Acting Chair of Professional Development)
